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RESUME

Thousands of visitors come every year to Gelati monastery,
a monument of the feudal period Georgian culture. The archi-
tecture of the monastery, the works of art and inscriptions pre-
served there, represent a testimony of the developed culture
of medieval Georgia. At present measures are constantly taken
for the preservation of this valuable historical monument. Ge-
lati is situated on the left bank of the Tskaltsitela, at a distance
of 11 kilometers to the north-west of Kutaisi. The trip from
Kutaisi to Gelati can be made by car or by rail.

Gelati monastery is surrounded by thick walls and stands
on a broad#errace on a slope of a rocky and wooded moun-
tain. The light-brown monastery buildings are visible from a
considerable distanee. A lofty domed church rising in their
midst represents the center of the whole architectural complex.
The outlines of the other buildings, particularly their soaring
domes, stress the beauty of the lofty masses of the main church.
‘Ihe walls encompass three churches: the Church of the Virgin,
St George’s and St. Nicholas™ churches, hostels (modern), the
helfry, the refectory (the former academy hall) and other build-
Ings forming a fine architectural ensemble.

- Gelati monastery was funded by King David the Build-
(1089-1125). The king built the big church of the Virgin,
thich took nineteen years (1106-1125). In 1126 King David’s
i Demetre had the church adorned after which it was conse-
, King David assembled the brotherhood of the monas-
), Inviting scholars both from Georgia and foreign cloisters,
| endowed it with funds. Gelati was not only a place where
and nuns could pray and conduct church services, it
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